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Website: www.lakesidealabama.com

For more information, visit doverkohl.com.

The Project
Dover, Kohl & Partners joined Gary Justiss and Mike Watkins, Architect to plan a new community 
on Smith Lake, Alabama. The new 160+ acre Lakeside will give Smith Lake its first walkable center. 
With more than 300 lots, the homes along the ridges will be connected by a series of paths and within 
walking distance of a range of greens, playgrounds and parks. A diverse mix of housing types range 
from large, stately waterfront homes for the affluent and large families to small cottages and town-
houses for new couples or second homes. The one-week charrette was hosted by One Seventeen 
Partners. Large percentages of the home sale profits will be used to support charity and mission 
projects around the world.  

Further refined after the charrette, the Lakeside Design Code articulates design parameters for the 
built environment that encourage social interaction. These guiding principles for Lakeside regulate 
the community as a whole (a community of hamlets and neighborhoods), the public realm (thorough-
fares and civic spaces), and private properties (lots and buildings). Transect-based planning provides 
for variety from edges to centers.

The Process
In July 2014, Dover, Kohl & Partners led an on-site charrette to create a master plan for Lakeside. 
The team carefully studied the topography and views of the property to inform the design of the 
new settlement. The team worked extensively with One Seventeen Partners throughout the week to 
ensure that the master plan was aligned with the vision for the site. The work-in-progress on July 30 
attracted over 150 people including the Mayor of Cullman, Chamber of Commerce representatives 
and many potential new residents of Lakeside.

Status
One Seventeen Partners hosted a grand opening of the Lakeside sales office the end of November 
and lots are currently for sale.

The Village Center is centered around a long 
square, fronted by townhouses, that open to a 
view of Smith Lake. 

Above: Hamlets are compact and enable casual 
walking with paths and sidewalks.
Middle: Public and private boathouses are strate-
gically located on the lake’s edge.
Bottom: The square in the Village Center offers 
sunset views over Smith Lake.

The Village Center is designed around a long square, fronted by townhouses, that opens to a long view 
of Smith Lake. 

The Village Center, the heart of 
Lakeside, is the first walkable center of 
Smith Lake.



The First Walkable Center for Smith Lake

The Lakeside Master Plan illustrates a community connected by a beautiful natural site and a series of hamlets and neighborhoods that weave throughout 
it. Each of these are distinct places with clear edges to distinguish them from one another and have a recognizable center to give them their own identity. 

Entry points to the site feature 
public buildings and civic uses.

A small chapel, for weddings and 
other special events, terminates 
the street

The Lakeside Point is a unique part of the 
Master Plan with water on both sides, envi-
sioned to be a public space with a restaurant, 
bed-and-breakfast, and food trucks for holi-
days and special events. 

The bed-and-breakfast and 
restaurant take advantage of the 
Smith Lake views

A public beach will be a unique 
amenity to Smith Lake

A lighthouse terminates the view 
of the Village square and is an 
icon to the new community

A continuous and public 
boardwalk along the lake is a 
community amenity 

Boat storage available for visitors 
and community residents

Public docks provide access for 
neighbors on boats to the Point 
and Village Center 

Compact development 
preserves much of the 
community’s natural beauty

Each neighborhood or rural 
hamlet retains access to 
amenities, such as pools, tennis 
courts and parks

A prominent corner store is 
framed at the main entrance

Initially serving as a sales office, 
the barn acts as an entrance 
feature

A series of hamlets are 
connected with a rural road 
complete with a multi-use path


