
The Project & Our Responsibilities: Sheridan Hollow is a neighborhood 
located in a ravine adjacent to downtown. Growth was slow in the Hollow 
and the neighborhood was populated through the centuries by a series of 
ethnic groups new to Albany, such as the Irish, Polish, and African Americans. 
It developed primarily with attached rowhouses with some industrial uses 
as well. As the population throughout Albany declined over time, so did 
Sheridan Hollow. While other neighborhoods adjacent to the downtown 
have had a mild renaissance, Sheridan Hollow has not followed suit. Many 
State and City workers park in Sheridan Hollow and walk up to Capitol Hill. 

Through the ReZone Albany process, Dover, Kohl & Partner worked with 
the community to create a plan for future development and new zoning to 
encourage new development in the neighborhood. The charrette was held 
in August 2017 and included interactive hands-on design session, technical 
meetings, an open design studio and a work-in-progress presentation. 

Key goals for the community were laid out including design better 
connections and gateways, encourage a mix of uses, variety of housing 
options for a variety of people, create more usable open spaces, and 
improve health and safety.  Together with the adoption of a Form-Based 
Code for the area, the community has new tools to foster development and 
attract new residents to the neighborhood. 
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Contact: Christopher P. Spencer,
Commissioner, City of Albany

200 Henry Johnson Blvd  First Floor , Suite #3 
Albany, NY 12210

Phone: 518-434-5262
Email: cspencer@albanyny.gov

Proposed Conditions for a neighborhood intervention 
below the Swain Street Steps  at Sheridan Hollow

Members of the public participate in a charrette 
with the Dover-Kohl Team 

Proposed Improvements for the Swain Street Stairs in 
Sheridan Hollow

Project Manager and Principal Jason King works 
with members of the public during the charrette


