
Palm Beach County U.S. 1 Corridor 
Repairing the “Strip”

“This important corridor can be dramatically transformed into a vibrant, 

proud symbol of community in the new millennium.”

Seven Cities, U.S. 1 Corridor
Location: Palm Beach County, Florida

Client:  Treasure Coast Regional Planning
  Council

Charrette Team:   Victor Dover
  Joseph Kohl
  Sergio Vazquez
  James Dougherty
  David Rodriguez
  Shawn Seaman
  Debbie Ahmari

Consultants: Burns & McDonnell

Status:
The plan was received with great enthusiasm by the 
seven mayors and their constituents.  Each of the 
cities are in conversation with FDOT to implement 
the plan.  Riviera Beach plans to be first to redesign 
the corridor.  The Dover Kohl report entitled “Who 
Cares About US-1?” is available through the Trea-
sure Coast Regional Planning Council.
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Spectacular Royal Palm trees planted along U.S. 1 will create a boulevard reminis-
cent of those Beverly Hills.  Shade trees and wide sidewalks will improve condi-
tions for pedestrians

The Grand Boulevard for North Palm Beach

Restoring historic downtown Riviera Beach

Lake Park started by refurbishing Kelsey Park, 
part of the town’s heritage.

Walkable street for Lake Park

Kelsey Park

Kelsey Park from U.S. 1

Jupiter’s waterfront from U.S. 1

U.S. Highway One is the public face of seven cities in North-
ern Palm Beach County.  Five decades of road widening and 

bland development have turned the geographically and 
historically unique corridor into Anywhere, USA.  Dover, 
Kohl & Partners, along with Treasure Coast Regional 
Planning Council, conducted a series of charrettes 
in June of 1999 to establish a vision for revitalizing 
the U.S. 1 corridor for all seven communities.  The 
Master Plan shows how to transform the undervalued 
thoroughfare into a series of town centers.

Jupiter’s greatest opportunity is to develop 
the vacant land between the Intracoastal 
Waterway and U.S. 1 on either side of 
Indiantown Road.  The Riverwalk sec-
tion just west of U.S. 1 can be the catalyst 
needed to give Jupiter a town center.  
Walkable, interconnected streets between 
the riverfront and U.S. 1 will allow cafes 
and restaurants to flourish.
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The Village of Tequesta has been assembled 
over the years from tiny suburban devel-
opments and shopping centers with no 
cohesive downtown. Many residents are 
civic-minded, forming connections with the 
various cultural organizations, such as being 
patrons of the arts.

A more urbane downtown for Juno Beach

As a long expanse of the U.S. 1 corridor, 
Juno Beach has a variety of situations, rang-
ing from semi-rural or naturalistic sea scrub 
landscape to suburban areas of shopping 
malls and hotels.  In an effort to preserve the 
dwindling countryside along portions of the 
corridor, there must be a clear and distinct 
treatment of U.S. 1’s frontage and preserved 
areas.

Filling up the node at Donald Ross Road 
and U.S. 1 can create the townscape needed 
to focus development in Juno Beach.  The 
higher density buildings placed at the right-
of-way line near the corners of the intersec-
tion can accommodate the future develop-
ment needs along U.S. 1 for the town of 
Juno Beach.  Farther outside the node, larger  

Town & Country in Juno Beach
lot buildings with 10- to 20-foot dooryard 
setbacks provide a transition between town 
and country.  Outside the nodes, large scale 
acquisitions, restoration projects and land-
scape beautification can help maintain the 
beauty of the natural areas

Much like Monument Avenue in Richmond, 
Virginia or the civic monuments in Coral 
Gables, Florida, the median at the inter-
section of  Tequesta Drive and U.S. 1 will 
reveal some of the story of Tequesta.  This 
gives a sense of pride to the community and 
leaves a lasting impression on tourists and 
passers-by. However, the trees, wide side-
walks and buildings fronting the street are all 
necessary to create that lasting impression.

Civic Presence in Tequesta
Intersection of Tequesta Drive & U.S. 1
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Broadway (U.S. 1) is the main street of 
Riviera Beach.  The shopfront buildings 
that align to the right-of-way line show that, 
historically, the primary commercial street of 
this town has always been on the main road 
that leads through town.

Restoring historic downtown Riviera Beach

Wide open roads, narrow unshaded side-
walks and parking lot frontage does not 
create an identity or a sense of place.  It is 
hard to identify where Palm Beach Gardens 
begins or ends as you drive down U.S. 1.  
Wholesale redevelopment of the frontage on 
U.S. 1 is one solution to the lack of iden-
tity, but there are other alternatives. Strate-
gic redevelopment in key areas can occur 
incrementally, giving Palm Beach Gardens a 
lasting identity.

The intersection of PGA Boulevard and U.S. 
1 can form a brief “node” of urbane form 
and architectural distinction.  Multi-story,  
mixed-use buildings brought up to the corner 
define the “main/main” intersection of town.  
In the northeast corner, the Oak Brook Mall 
could gradually be reshaped into a Main 
Street format by filling in the area closer to 
the road and rearranging the parking scheme 
in phases.  Replacing the parking lot with 
structured parking in later phases will open 
space for buildings, greens and paseos.

“Filling in the Blanks” in Palm Beach Gardens
Looking north in Palm Beach Gardens
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The nearby City Marina can be a catalyst for 
new development in the area around Broad-
way and 13th Street, revitalizing downtown.  
New mixed-use buildings will be at least 
two to four stories in height and built to the 
sidewalk’s edge.  In addition, wider  side-
walks, shade trees, arcades and awnings, and 
on-street parking will attract cruise passen-
gers and tourists on their way to and from 
the Port of Palm Beach.
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