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New mixed use development at Citadel Mall

The vision for West Ashley focuses improvements along its major 
connecting corridors and neighborhood centers.

Desired infill development along one of West Ashley’s corridors

The Project & Our Responsibilities: The purpose of Plan West Ashley is to 
set policies and identify future public and private actions to enhance quality 
of life and protect the area’s historic, cultural and natural environment. 
Five big ideas, organized around the topics of Community Design & Land 
Use, Transportation, Infrastructure & Sustainability, Housing, and Economic 
Development, form the foundation of the plan. These ideas assert that in 
the future West Ashley can be Upgraded, Connected, Resilient, Affordable, 
and Focused. 

Community participation was critical to shaping the vision. The centerpiece 
of the planning effort was a series of meetings and workshops to gather 

community input and test ideas, called a charrette, 
held in May 2017. Ideas and opinions about the desired 
goals and future form of development in West Ashley 
were gathered through four public input sessions; 
over 550 participants shared their ideas in 65 small 
group discussions, in keypad polling responses, and by 
written feedback forms. Ideas were then synthesized in 
an on-site planning studio, informed by meetings with 
stakeholders and technical experts, as well as feedback 
from community members that stopped by. 

Organized by topic, each chapter of the resulting Plan 
report contains a summary of existing conditions, 
community concerns, vision/ goals to address community 
concerns, and finally implementation steps for immediate 
(1-2 years) near-term (2-5 years) and longer-term (greater 
than 5 years) timeframes.

Status: The Plan for West Ashley was endorsed by the 
West Ashley Revitalization Commission and Charleston 
Planning Commission; the Plan chapter overviews and 
implementation actions were adopted in March of 2018 
by the Charleston City Council.


