
PROJECT DETAILS

For more information, visit doverkohl.com.

The Project
The Mark Center Master Plan is an example of Dover-Kohl’s work in designing sustainable infill/
redevelopment strategies.  In collaboration with Duany Plater-Zyberk & Company, Dover-Kohl was 
hired by The JBG Companies to create a Master Plan for the long-term redevelopment of their prop-
erties located in the Mark Center area of Alexandria, Virginia.  Bisected by North Beauregard Street, 
the site contains approximately 2,900 garden-style apartment units dating from the late 1950s and a 
63,320 square-foot retail center.  The City of Alexandria is currently undertaking a Small Area Plan for 
the Beauregard Street corridor, which includes a large portion of JBG’s properties.  The Small Area 
Plan was initiated largely in response to the selection of Mark Center by the Department of Defense 
for the BRAC-133 (Washington Headquarters Service) project, which will add more than 6,400 em-
ployees to the Mark Center area in September 2011.  This influx of new office workers will change the 
landscape of Alexandria’s West End, and has yielded a significant need to proactively plan for future 
land uses, development patterns, and transportation services in the area.

The Process
In parallel with the City’s process, The JBG Companies initiated a planning effort to establish a long-
term vision for the future of its property that will be a model of Smart Growth and sustainable urban 
design principles, and that will work with the vision, goals, and principles of the Beauregard Corridor 
Plan to complement and enhance the greater Mark Center area.  In May 2010, a multi-day public 
design workshop was conducted to investigate design options for the site and gather feedback from 
the Alexandria community.  Plans and illustrations demonstrated how the site could evolve over time 
to include a mixture of uses (including housing for area workers), a network of streets, and connected 
open spaces and environmental systems.

Status
City-led efforts to update the land use plans for the Beauregard Corridor Area were paused in the 
Fall of 2010, to allow additional time for analysis.  At this time, the residents and property owners of 
Alexandria’s West End formed the Beauregard Corridor Stakeholders Group (BCSG) to work collab-
oratively to understand, evaluate, and provide constructive comments guiding the preparation of the 
Small Area Plan, with a goal to ultimately generate a new plan for the Beauregard Corridor.  During 
2011, Dover-Kohl has been working with the JBG team, other area developers and their consultants, 
the City of Alexandria, the BCSG, and greater Alexandria community in a series of monthly public 
meetings to explore livable land use and transportations solutions for the Mark Center area.
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The Town Center will contain the greatest mixture 
of uses along walkable streetscapes.

Neighborhood blocks can include urbane mixed-
use / apartment buildings on major streets, with 
lower-intensity townhouse units on smaller streets.

Each neighborhood includes connections to the 
greater green / open space network.  (Rendering 
by Lew Oliver, Whole Town Solutions)



A Vision for JBG’s Mark Center Properties

The Mark Center area is poised for a transforma-
tion, with planned high-capacity transit improve-
ments as well as a recent BRAC decision to relo-
cate over 6,000 federal employees to new office 
buildings in the near vicinity.  This transforma-
tion can include a new, sustainable purpose for 
the JBG Mark Center properties.  Preliminary 
goals for the future evolution of the site include:

• Provide a mixture of land uses arranged in 
a compact, walkable form to support ridership 
for the planned transit corridor along N. Beau-
regard Street.

• Provide housing for area employees to re-
duce commute times, improve quality of life 
for workers and residents, and benefit the 
environment by a reduction in vehicular miles 
traveled and air pollution.

• Restore environmental systems and green 
network connections, which can include en-
hancements to the Resource Protection Ar-
eas (RPAs), and connections to the City open 
space and trail systems.  These will benefit 
residents of Mark Center and the greater Al-
exandria community.

• Use new buildings and infrastructure to pro-
vide order and a sense of place.

The Mark Center Master Plan is an opportunity 
to establish a holistic approach to the long-term 
evolution of the JBG properties into complete 
neighborhoods containing a mix of uses and 
housing choices; a compact, transit-oriented 
design; and interconnected networks of green 
spaces and walkable streets.
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A town center is located on the hilltop, includ-
ing a public open space, grocery store, and 
mix of retail, office, hotel, and residential uses.

Street trees and on-street parking are located 
along major streets to define the street edge 
and create a walkable pedestrian realm.

Transit stops are planned to be located on N. 
Beauregard Street at neighborhood centers. 

Key Concepts on the draft Illustrative Plan

The Resource Protection Area (RPA) is re-
turned to a natural state, providing a green 
connection between Holmes Run Park to the 
Winkler Preserve.

Off-street parking is lined with habitable 
space to create an attractive street frontage.

Stormwater treatment may include small re-
tention greens and a larger pond downhill.

A continuous greenway is created through 
the neighborhoods, connecting Dora Kelly 
Nature Park to the Winkler Preserve.

Neighborhood-serving retail and smaller 
parks/plazas are located in the neighbor-
hood centers.
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