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The Project
La Candelaria occupies 12.7 acres of formerly developed land in the UNESCO world-heritage city of 
Antigua.  Antigua was the former Spanish colonial capital of Central America from 1543 to 1773 when 
the capital was then moved to Guatemala City.  As it was virtually abandoned for more than 150 years, 
the city is now an exquisite example of Spanish Colonial town planning and architecture and is a national 
monument and tourist destination.  During the latter half of the 20th century, the neighborhood and sur-
rounding hillside were razed and leveled to make room for a textile manufacturing plant.  La Candelaria 
lies on the periphery of the historic city center, at the entrance to Cerro de la Cruz, an overlook that 
provides sweeping views of the city and the mountains beyond.  The plan seeks to revive the original 
neighborhood fabric, and is one of the first of recent efforts to complement and contribute to the exist-
ing urban fabric and architectural integrity.  The Master Plan features a diversity of housing sizes, retail 
space, two hotel sites, and three levels of underground parking.  It is anticipated that portions of the 
underground parking will serve tourists, thus easing parking concerns in the city’s core.  Castillo Arqui-
tectos collaborated in the creation of this plan.

Process
A seven-day design charrette was held in May 2005, during which time the design team was able to 
study in depth the history and surrounding context of the site.  Working in an open design studio, the 
team gained invaluable feedback from interested citizens and stakeholders who stopped in through-
out the week.  The Master Plan underwent a series of iterations, and the final Master Plan is the 
result of extensive collaboration between the client, design team, and local leaders.

Plan Principles
Guiding principles established at the onset of the charrette helped to shape the plan.  Making the 
place "true Antigua" was at the heart of the project, as was creating new, unique ‘destination’ spaces 
while minimizing the visual impact of parking.  The project was also to foster sustainability, in part by 
varying land uses, people, and character, as well as by forming a coherent, walkable urban quarter.

Status
The Master Plan was approved in 2006, and the project was distinguished with a 2007 Congress for 
the New Urbanism (CNU) Charter Award.

Due to height restrictions set by the city’s conser-
vation council, buildings in Antigua are restricted 
to one-and-a-half stories.  Courtyard typologies 
are used to increase density and to create a solid, 
consistent face along the street.

Though the site was razed in the 20th century, 
relics of the Spanish colonial town remain.  This 
illustration shows the Plaza de la Candelaria re-
stored and reinvented as a centerpiece of the new 
development.

The Grand Terrace is set strategically within the 
site’s re-established topography.



Re-Establishing the Hillside Topography and Building Types

A: Before the first half of the 20th century, a neighborhood with an intercon-
nected network of blocks and streets stood on the site.

B: During the second half the 20th century, the neighborhood and hillside were 
razed to create space for an industrial site.  Today, the land is an empty brown-
field site.

C. Proposal to restore the hillside and re-establish a neighborhood at the site
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The site is situated on a gentle hillside, and during colonial times, was a neighborhood inhabited 
mostly by carpenters, candle-makers, and other artisans.  When the area was razed and leveled to 
make way for a textile manufacturing plant, the original Spanish gridded streets and blocks were lost 
as were the scenic views and natural hillside.  Re-establishing the historic neighborhood fabric will 
accommodate new development that offers contemporary convenience and technology, while follow-
ing and respecting the unique historical patterns of city-making that make this world-heritage city a 
jewel among Central American colonial cities.


