Hartwood Marsh

Winter Garden, FL

PROJECTDETAILS
Project Area: 398 acres
Client: Castle & Cooke, Florida

Year Designed: 2006

For more information, visit doverkohl.com.

View of one of several linear green spaces which
can provide neighborhood gathering spaces, as
well as stormwater retention functions.
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The Project
: InNovember2006,adesigncharrettewasheldtoplanthenewsettlementofHartwoodMarsh,
Mixed-uses in the northern neighborhood cen- locatednearWinterGarden,Florida.Castle&Cooke,Florida(townfounder)assembledamulti-
ter, coupled with wide sidewalks, streets trees,  djsciplinaryteamtocreateaplantoguidethefuturedevelopmentofthesite. Thechallengewas
ggﬁvﬁ;'sveet parking, will encourage pedestrian tocreateaplanthatwassensitivetotheecologyandnaturalbeautyofJohn'sLake, thatexhibited
compact,sustainabledevelopmentform,andthatwasanenhancementtothesurroundingsuburban
context.AndreyevEngineering,Breedlove, Dennis&Associates,ERA,GlattingJackson,HallPlanning
& Engineering, HCl, Morrissey Design, and MSCW assisted in the creation of the plan.

Plan Principles
Thedesignteamcreatedalistof“Cornerstones”,orfundamentalideasessentialtofuturedevelop-
mentoftheHartwoodMarshsite.Theseinclude:providingpublicaccesstothelakefront,sothis
amenitycanbesharedcommunity-wide;addingtwosmallvillagecentersalongWilliamsRoad,to
serveresidentsofthenewneighborhoodsaswellasthesurroundingarea;creatingnewneighbor-
hoodsthatarecompact,completeandconnected;providinganewthoroughfaretoparallelHartwood
MarshRoadandsharethetrafficload;recognizingthevaryingsitecharacterbycreatingclassic
blockgeometriesintheclearedareas,withorganicblockgeometriestopreservetreesintheforest-
edareas;utilizinglow-impactstormwatertechniquesthatalsoserveasneighborhoodopenspaces;
and proving space for civic purposes, such as a neighborhood school.

The reconfigured intersection of Hartwood Marsh
Road and Williams Road is designed as a tradi- Status

tional country crossroads. TheplanfortheHartwoodMarshsitewassubmittedforapprovaltotheCityofWinterGarden.
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Applying the Cornerstones

Plan Framework
TheplanforHartwoodMarshcontainstwosmall
villagecenters;eachwillhaveitsowncharacter,
andprovideimportantservicesforsurrounding
residents.Thesouthernvillagecenter,located
attheintersection of Hartwood Marsh Road
andWilliamsRoad,willbeatraditionalcountry
crossroads. Buildingswillcomeuptoawide
sidewalk,whichwillalertdriversthattheyare
leavingthecountryandenteringtown.Thepro-
poseddesignforthisintersectionillustratesthe
conceptforaroaddeflectionalongHartwood
MarshRoad,tohelpslowtrafficasitentersthe
neighborhoods.Theconceptforthetraditional
countrycrossroadsisintertwinedwiththecon-
ceptofkeepingHartwoodMarshRoadatwo-
lane road.

Thelargeprimaryneighborhoodcenteriswithin
walkingdistanceofsurroundinghomes.This
areawillbethemosturbanwithinHartwood
Marsh, with a mix of attached and detached
buildings.Mixingusesallowsforgreaterpedes-
trianactivity,withneighborhood-servingcom-
mercialareasincorporatedintothesurrounding
residentialfabric.Acombinationschool/YMCA
isplannedtobelocatedhere,providingacivic
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hearttotheneighborhood.Buildingsarelocated
closetothesidewalk,withparkingprovidedvia
rear alleys. Tree-lined streets and on-street
parkingcompletethepedestrianenvironment.

Connections to Nature
ThescenicbeautyofJohn’sLakeshapedthede-
signoftheHartwoodMarshneighborhoods.A
largeportionoflakefrontagehasbeenleftas
commonpublicspace;asaresult,thebenefit
ofthisamenitycanbeenjoyedamongalarger
numberofresidents.Manystreetsareoriented
towardJohn’sLake, maximizingthenumber
ofresidentswhocanenjoythescenicvistasit
provides.

Parksandsquaresarelocatedthroughoutthe
neighborhoodsofHartwoodMarsh,toprovide
areasofactiveand passiverecreationwithin
walking distance of homes and businesses.
Manygreenspacesareorientedfromtheup-
landstowardsthewater, toallowwaterfront
vistasfrominteriorlots.Inaddition,areasthat
preservespecimentreesandnativeplantings
willprovideauniqueamenityforresidents,and
contributetothecharacterofthesettlement.

Public open spaces at key locations will give the Hartwood Marsh community access to John’s Lake.
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Low-impact Stormwater Design
Stormwaterdesignwillbeaveryimportantfea-
tureofdevelopmentonthesite,tomaintainthe
qualityoftheJohn’sLakeenvironment.Storm-
waterretention features canbe designedas
apartoftheneighborhoodinawaythatadds
valuetoresidents.Low-impactstormwaterde-
signupland,suchasmid-blockraingardensor
smallneighborhoodparks,canbeconnectedto
open,dryretentionareasdownhill. Theseareas
canbedesignedtobeneighborhoodparkspaces
whendry,allowingspaceforrecreationalfields
forresidents,andprovidingpublicgathering
spacesforresidents to enjoy views of John's
Lake and its surroundings.




