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The Project
The New Neighborhood in Old Davidson is situated near downtown Davidson, NC and the Davidson 
College campus. Built under an adopted town code based on the principles of New Urbanism, this 
community features a variety of housing options, generous greenspace, and a mixture of uses that 
collectively create a memorable extension of the historic town. Local civil engineering firm, Turnball 
Sigmon Design, assisted in the design and implementation of this project.

The Process
Dover, Kohl & Partners, in partnership with Boone Communities, led a week-long charrette in July 
1997.  The public outreach effort was designed to gather input from local residents, business owners, 
and town officials and staff about the vision they hoped to see for the New Neighborhood; a master 
plan was developed based on this community feedback. The result reflected an emerging consensus 
in walkable urban design, with participants overwhelmingly favoring a traditional neighborhood plan.
Based on a new zoning code, this plan would be far more dense, diverse, and connected than conven-
tional suburban development patterns.  Following the charrette, the developer was recognized by the 
Charlotte Observer for this outreach effort and received an "URBIE" award, which honors "those who 
make better places."

Key Design Elements
The neighborhood is composed of a block and street network carefully configured to take advantage of 
the site’s topography and natural features. The project features a mix of uses including single family 
homes, rowhouses, live-work units, and a new place of worship for the Episcopal congregation.  Built 
areas are interspersed with a variety of green spaces ranging from defined urban squares to pre-
served natural areas; this green network evolved around the transcontinental gasline easement that 
traverses the site.  Care has been taken in the design of the urban and green spaces to provide for 
a diverse multi-generational population, including a tot-lot, open soccer field, natural and manicured 
public spaces, and a trail system meandering through the peaceful preserve.

Status
The Plan and Land Development Code supplements were approved by Town Council in 1998. Construc-
tion on St. Alban’s Episcopal Church was completed in Fall 2002. Construction of the New Neighbor-
hood was completed in 2006 with a variety of building types including 139 rowhouses; 131 single-family 
homes ranging in size from 1,850 to 5,000 square feet; 31 garage apartments; and eight office spaces 
totaling 6,970 square feet.  Of the property’s 82 acres, 14 acres (or 24% of the site) have been allo-
cated as green or open space, providing the necessary land for the neighborhood’s seven town parks. 
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“A healthy town is one that ... provides 
places to live, work, shop, and take one’s 
leisure, all connected by a pattern of safe 
and inviting public spaces.”

                     – Davidson Land Plan Code

North Lawn: a soccer practice field

Twain Avenue: a rowhouse street

Harper Lee Street: a mix of housing types

Ashby Park: the quiet center
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