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“A Premier Public Park” for a New Century

The effort to redesign Bicentennial Park reflects a growing public movement to preserve and
enhance public parks in Miami. It follows earlier successes in saving the Miami Circle and
Virginia Key Park. Bicentennial Park was created at the site of the old port of Miami out of fill
land and dedicated on the 200th anniversary of the American Revolution. It was funded by
money from the Parks for People Bond Issue of 1972. Soon after it opened, there were several
violent incidents in the park, the in subsequent years it become a haven for the homeless, with
the Miami Grand Prix race track further denigrating it as a fit place for public use.

Efforts to redesign Bicentennial Park were initiated by the Urban Environment League shortly
before the Marlins baseball team announced their desire to use the abandoned park for a new
stadium. The UEL led several public walks through the unsafe park, persuaded the Bayfront
Park Trust to initiate a planning process under the leadership of Ruth Greenfield, and oversaw
the first design workshop in March 2, 2000.  In April, several UEL members helped write a res-
olution sponsored by Commissioner Joe Sanchez forming a committee to redesign
Bicentennial Park as a “premier public park.”  It was passed unanimously by the City
Commission.

In July 2, 2000, Commissioner Johnny Winton took charge of the newly formed Bicentennial
Park Waterfront Renewal group, which was provided with a budget of $200,000 by the
Commission to engage professionals to help redesign the park. Winton chose Elizabeth Plater-
Zyberk, Dean of the University of Miami’s School of Architecture and Gregory Bush, President
of the Urban Environment League, as Vice Chairs, Bob Weinreb as coordinator, and created
four subcommittees that were staffed by volunteers. These were the Baywalk Committee, a
Neighborhood Linkage Committee, a Design and Program Committee and a Finance
Committee. Several televised public hearings were held in the fall of 2000, including one in
which park expert Peter Harnik and Ann Breen and Dick Rigby of Washington’s Waterfront
Center, provided examples and commentary that proved valuable to the group’s growing sense
of possibility for the park.

On February 10, 2001, more than 350 people showed their support and participated in the
Committee’s all day charrette/design workshop that was led by Dover, Kohl & Partners.
Several dozen tables of people came up with designs for the park and their visions were even-
tually synthesized by Dover, Kohl & Partners into three drawings that were presented for dis-
cussion to the Commission and the public on May 10.

Overall, the collective efforts of hundreds of people also helped persuade the Marlins to seek a
site for their stadium on the Miami River. As of this writing, patience has paid off as more and
more people realize the value in taking the time to create a well planned and world class park on
the most valuable piece of waterfront land in South Florida. Everyone involved hopes that it may
be but the first of a series of important efforts to revitalize downtown Miami and its waterfront.

—Gregory Bush

Bicentennial Park / Waterfront Renewal Committee

Chairperson
Commissioner Johnny Winton

Vice-Chairpersons
Elizabeth Plater-Zyberk
Gregory Bush

Design & Program Subcommittee
Co-Chairpersons- Maricarmen Martinez

Bonnie Sockel-Stone

Baywalk Subcommittee
Co-Chairpersons- Lavinia Freeman

Steve Reoch

Finance Subcommittee
Co-Chairpersons- Jim Murley

Ben Starrett

Community Linkage Subcommittee
Chairperson- Bernice Butler
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Central Park in Winter Park, Florida is the town’s “living room.” Lummus Park in Miami Beach is framed by the Art Deco buildings.Central Park in New York has long been the model for urban parks.
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A view of Bicentennial Park in its current configuration.
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Food for thought presentations on parks in America, and the his-
tory of Miami’s waterfront.

The community shared their ideas in groups at tables.Members of the community studying the various proposals that
have been made for Bicentennial Park.
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A spokesperson from each of the workgroups presented their ideas. The charrette drawings and each speaker’s
key points were projected onto large screens for everyone in the room. 
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Active Recreation 16%

Limited Buildings 14%

Children’s Areas 10%

Food / Entertainment 8% Mix of Active & Passive 4%

Passive Recreation 18%

Museum / Cultural 30%
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Activities & Uses 32%

Physical Form 26%Linkages & Access 19%

Views of Water 15%

Other 3% Financing 4%
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A view looking east, shows Bicentennial Park and its neighboring edges. 
(Photo courtesy of the Collins Center for Public Policy)
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Conflicts with I-395 do not
allow pedestrians to cross
at Bayshore Drive and
create extremely unsafe
conditions at the on-ramp.

9th Street is the only street
with a signalized intersec-
tion that currently allows
pedestrians to cross.

The intersections of 10th and 11th
Street with Biscayne Boulevard are
not safe places to cross .

There is no existing connection
for the Baywalk.

The seawall is in disrepair.
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Pedestrians leaving Bicentennial Park by crossing the
on-ramp to I-395 to get to Bayshore Drive. 

The Baywalk can continue northward.
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The Cultural ParkThe Park with Private BuildingsThe Open Space Park
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Four types of experiences would be layered together, in a sequence. Closest to the
Boulevard, an urban plaza and palm court form a wide foyer to the park. Next, a grand
central lawn would form the main public “room” of the park. Flanking this space would be
several smaller greens of varied character. Last, the activated Baywalk edge would have a
series of attractions, like a carousel, splash fountain, pavilion, or places to dine.
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The network of blocks and streets in Parkwest extend eastward, tapering the blocks to
maximize the view corridor and complete the neighborhood.
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The museum buildings would be located toward the slip and I-395 edges, respectively, to
maintain a wide view corridor between them, Parkwest and the waterfront. The museums'
service areas are located on the backs of the buildings and should not be visible from
within the park. Outdoor museum exhibits and grounds are adjacent to the museums and
located outside the open sight line between 10th and 11th streets.
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25% of the slip filled with buildings at the south edge,
creating a plaza.

25% of the slip filled with a “gateway” building that
frames the view to the water.

The southern edge of the slip is lined with buildings,
creating a unique open space.
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turning basin
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Hybrid: A hypothetical example of a Cultural Park with a few private buildings.


