
Project Area: 180 acres

Client: The Humphreys Company

Year Designed: 2014

Website: wheelerdistrict.com

Framed streetscapes focus on downtown views 

Wheeler District
Oklahoma City, OK

Above:
View of the Wheeler 
District waterfront 
and Ferris Wheel 
from the Western 
Avenue bridge. 

Right: 
View of the northwest 
quadrant of Wheeler 
District looking over 
15th Street toward 
the riverfront. 

For more information, visit doverkohl.com.

PROJECT DETAILS

The Project
The Wheeler District is a new community in 
the center of Oklahoma City, located along the 
southern bank of the Oklahoma River less than 
two miles from the downtown. The 180 acre 
site was previously the Downtown Airpark 
and Capital Hill, a predominantly Hispanic 
neighborhood, is located just south of the site. 
Wheeler District is in an ideal location to connect 
Oklahoma City both north and south of the 
river, as well as east and west to its adjacent 
neighborhoods.  

The Wheeler District is a new urban village that 
will grow over time to become the most walk-
able, bikable neighborhood in the region that 
focuses on family and modern pioneers with a 
range of housing options and building types not 
available elsewhere in the City.  

An interactive public charrette was held in July 
2014 to gather community input and to lay the 
groundwork for the urban village. Outreach and 
marketing efforts were extensive, with the client 
and consultant team working together to gain 
momentum in the community for months prior 
to the main charrette events. Efforts included 
public events such as a book signing by Victor 
Dover,  a ULI community bike ride, and informal 
community gatherings. 

Community turn-out was immense, with over 
three hundreds participants providing their in-
put. Many of the suggestions provided by the 
public support the early vision for the site, con-
firming the need of a walkable, bikable urban 
destination in Oklahoma City. 

Dover, Kohl & Partners served as the lead 
consultant for the planning team. Other team 
members included Hall Planning & Engineering 
(multimodal transportation planning), Crabtree 
& Associates (stormwater management), The 
Street Plans Collaborative (bicycle planning), 
TetraTech (civil engineering), and Barta Bailey 
(marketing) to have a holistic view of the project 
with the intention of quickly moving forward in 
implementation. 

Intimate greens within neighborhoods

The Hangar District provides a plaza, courtyard space, and public meeting points. 



Wheeler District Wards 

A True Mixed-Use
 Community 

Within the site, there are three distinct 
wards with varying characteristics and a 
variety of uses:

Riverfront
Most people will arrive at the Wheeler Dis-
trict from the North along Western Avenue. 
The centerpiece to the Wheeler District’s 
riverfront will be a lively urban plaza, that is 
anchored by a festive Ferris Wheel. Larger 
buildings face major streets and spaces in-
cluding the river and Western Avenue.

Hangar District
The Hangar District takes advantage of 
the history of the site, making use of the 
historic Hangar and terminal building. This 
District has the potential to be a major 
community center, with space for an urban 
farm community garden, a maker’s space 
village, and an open biergarten for public 
gatherings. 

Eastern Quadrant 
A sequence of framed views in the Eastern 
portion of the site leads people step-by-step 
toward the riverfront with a focus on Down-
town views. A roundabout at the northern 
and southern ends of the site along West-
ern Avenue splits the traffic flow to a se-
ries of smaller streets that run through the 
site. The street network within this ward 
contains numerous slow, narrow streets, 
sometimes called woonerfs, that have a fo-
cus on bikes and pedestrians as the primary 
users while still allowing access to vehicles. 
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Big Themes
1. Made for Walking & Biking 
Wheeler will make walking and biking the prima-
ry modes of transportation through an intercon-
nected series of streets, shared spaces (some-
times called woonerfs), alleys and trails that 
connect through and around Wheeler District. 

2. Evolving Gracefully Over Time
The Wheeler District is planned with longevity 
in mind. The emphasis will be on slowly growing 
the community so that every time a new phase 
or project is built it will make the existing com-
munity more complete and feel more connected. 
Growing over time also means that some short 
term projects may begin quickly creating a foun-
dation to be built upon later.  

3. Full of Varied, Cool Places to Live
Wheeler District will provide opportunities to 
live, work, play and learn within one complete 
environment. These varying uses will benefit 
from proximity to one other, each in turn making 
the others more valuable. Collaborative environ-
ments, a diversity of housing types and public 
meeting spaces are created in communities 
where people can interact in both organized and 
informal ways.

4. People-Friendly Public Spaces
The Wheeler District will be built around a frame-
work of people-friendly public spaces. Connected 
neighborhoods contain a network of people 
friendly streets which evenly distribute the many 
modes of travel. Green elements and public spac-
es will provide communal meeting spaces, access 
to open amenities, long views and maintaining a 
pedestrian-friendly atmosphere. 

5. Energizing the Riverfront
The riverfront will be a premier destination to 
view and experience the City in a new way. Exist-
ing bike trails along the river provide additional 
pedestrian and bike connections to the larger 
community. Public spaces along the Riverfront, 
such as the Ferris Wheel will draw one’s attention 
towards Wheeler District.

6. Compact, Complete & Connected 
Wheeler District is designed with the intention 
of becoming a traditional compact neighborhood, 
distinct from other neighborhoods in Oklahoma 
City. It will be complete, meaning that within a 
few minutes walk you can find a lot of life’s ba-
sic daily needs. By building a complete, compact 
and connected neighborhood, close in to the city 
center, people are given an option besides driv-
ing long distances every time they need to do 
something. 
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