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The Project
Just up the hill from Downtown Greenville, the North End is burgeoning with activity, with homeown-
ers restoring historic houses and creative new businesses emerging along commercial corridors.  In 
the tradition of Greenville’s Downtown renaissance, the Reedy River makeover, and the West End 
revitalization, the North End is emerging as one of Greenville’s freshest new districts.  The primary 
street in the North End, Stone Avenue, is a historic residential corridor that was widened in the late 
1940s as a US-designated route.  Over time, Stone Avenue’s auto-oriented design caused the cor-
ridor to decline, and residential properties were retrofitted for office and auto-oriented retail uses.  
In recent years, business owners and homeowners in the surrounding neighborhoods have begun 
incremental, grass-roots efforts, restoring homes and establishing creative new businesses.  In or-
der to support and encourage further investment in the area, the City sponsored a planning process 
to guide future redevelopment and public improvements.  The Plan for Stone Avenue establishes a 
framework to guide the transformation of Stone Avenue into a walkable destination that better meets 
the needs of the North End and the greater Greenville community.  Dover, Kohl & Partners, Hall Plan-
ning & Engineering, Pratt-Thomas Walker, and UrbanAdvantage worked together to create the Plan. 

The Process
The Stone Avenue Plan is the result of over 300 neighborhood residents, civic leaders, business own-
ers, and the City of Greenville coming together to proactively plan for the future.  The Plan builds upon 
the many planning efforts already undertaken by the City and the community.  The centerpiece of 
the planning process was a week-long public design charrette held on Stone Avenue in March 2010.

Plan Principles
Through the charrette process, community members and the design team worked together to de-
velop a series of urban design and policy principles to guide public and private investment.  These 
policies include: gather neighborhoods together with Stone Avenue and North Main Street as destina-
tions rather than boundaries; fill in the gaps with appropriate street-oriented architecture; walk and 
bike with confidence by creating pedestrian-oriented streetscape and slowing down traffic; restore 
historic resources to strengthen sense of place; and go local by supporting unique small businesses.

Status
Since the charrette, a citizen-initiated steering committee, the Friends of Stone Avenue, continues to 
guide the progress of the Plan.  The plan was unanimously adopted by the City Council in early 2011.

Stone & Main: Street-oriented buildings, wide side-
walks, street trees, and on-street parking create a 
neighborhood center for North End residents.

The Triangle: View looking south on Column 
Street from Wade Hampton Boulevard.  The curve 
and topography of Column Street, which currently 
fosters a dangerous environment on a high-speed 
road, creates a unique street scene on a tamed, 
slow-speed road.

The Triangle: Looking east on Stone Avenue to-
ward Church Street.  The Church Street Viaduct is 
redesigned as a gateway to Stone Avenue.
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Step-by-Step Road Diet

Implementing a road diet on a US– 
designated route like Stone Avenue can require 
a step-by-step approach as transportation plan-
ning values evolve towards multi-modal goals 
and context-sensitive design.  This step-by-step 
approach also allows incremental improvements 
to be made as funding becomes available.

The following strategy outlines a three-step 
approach to achieving a multi-modal, investment-
worthy Stone Avenue.

existing conditions

step 1 - paint only

step 2 - streetscape improvements

step 3 - full road diet

future redevelopment scenario

Existing Conditions: Stone Avenue’s exist-
ing design is focused on vehicular operation.  
Speeds are too fast for a safe pedestrian or 
bicyclist realm.
•	Design Speed: 40-42 mph
•	4 travel lanes

Step One: low-cost, ‘‘tester’’ project that only 
requires milling, resurfacing and paint.
•	Design Speed: 35 mph
•	2 travel lanes
•	Center left-hand turn lane
•	Parking lane on the south side of street
•	Bike lane/sharrow on north side of street

Step Two: streetscape improvement proj-
ect, involving higher public investment in the 
road diet as traffic studies and rising prop-
erty values reinforce the value of the road 
diet project.
•	Design Speed: 30 mph
•	Street trees
•	New Sidewalks

Step Three: full road diet implementation 
project, in which traffic speeds are reduced 
to 25 mph and on-street parking and street 
trees are placed on both sides of the street.
•	Design Speed: 25 mph
•	Center safety strip
•	Parking lanes on both sides of the street
•	Sharrows on both sides of the street
•	Street trees on both sides of the street

Future Redevelopment Scenario: Once 
the road diet is in place, incremental infill can 
begin, as market conditions allow.


