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The Project
Dover, Kohl & Partners is leading a multi-disci-
plinary team to create a Specific Plan to guide 
continued growth and revitalization of this his-
toric Downtown, aimed to benefit residents and 
the larger community. 

A draft vision and goals for Plan Downtown Oak-
land emerged through a series of small group 
meetings, large public events, and a nine-day 
public interactive design charrette in October 
2015. Draft ideas include maintaining afford-
ability; supporting arts and cultural heritage; 
improving streets and public spaces to support 
walking, biking, and transit use; creating qual-
ity new public spaces; and encouraging incre-
mental, context-sensitive infill development that 
improves the public realm.  In the specific plan, 
policies will be outlined and illustrated to repre-
sent these plan goals. 

Status
A Plan Alternatives report will be available for 
community review in February 2016; the draft 
Specific Plan is anticipated in the summer. 

For more information, visit doverkohl.com.

Visualizing the I-980 
freeway transformed to an 
at-grade boulevard, with 
rail below

Proposed multi-use plaza as a downtown gateway

Downtown Illustrative Master Plan



Visualizing Alternatives for the Howard Terminal Site

Howard Terminal is currently owned by the Port of Oakland, but there have been recent discussions of the potential to vacate it. During the design 
charrette, the Dover-Kohl team explored multiple scenarios for the potential reuse of this prominent waterfront site.

Howard Terminal Stadium Scenario

The Stadium Scenario shows that a Major 
League-sized stadium can fit on the site, with 
additional land available for civic public spaces. 
To make the best use of prime waterfront land, 
additional signature community park spaces 
are proposed on the waterfront, with stadium 
parking provided in structures toward the west 
of the parcel (near existing industrial uses) and 
off-site. 

A well-designed architectural focal point of the 
stadium could provide a "terminated view" of both 
Market Street and Brush Street simultaneously, 
designating a new City landmark.

The waterfront park space is large enough for 
an informal soccer field, amphitheater, small 
botanical garden and additional programmed or 
passive open spaces.  

The TOD Scenario contemplates private 
development of the site for residential, office, 
light industrial or hotel uses, with a portion of 
the waterfront remaining as open space. This 
concept provides new residential growth at tran-
sit served areas and at the waterfront.  

With the large size of this parcel, the site allows 
infill development opportunities that are not  
possible in other areas of the core of Downtown. 
This scenario shifts costs of improvements to 
the private sector, including those associated 
with the environmental cleanup of the site. 

Howard Terminal TOD Scenario


