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The Project
In 1999, Dover, Kohl & Partners and Treasure Coast Regional Planning Council prepared a master 
plan for 15 miles of the US Highway 1 corridor through the seven cities of northern Palm Beach 
County.  The report, "Who Cares About US 1?" was a call to arms for the communities and developers, 
urging them to revitalize the aging corridor with infill development.  One influential "what if" image 
depicted the Jupiter property, a 9.7 acre parcel at the heart of the Town of Jupiter, FL, that would 
later become the Waterfront Quarter.  The re-envisioned property would fulfill the promise of the 
Riverwalk, while also upgrading the image of US1. With a high-quality outdoor scene and a mix of 
uses and activities, Jupiter would have a lively and authentic focus for the heart of town.

In 2001, the owners of the Waterfront Quarter, Sheehan Realty, requested a Master Plan that would 
be in keeping with the original vision for the property as outlined in the "Who Cares About US1" re-
port.  The site, bounded by major thoroughfares US-1 and Indiantown Road and by the Intracoastal 
Waterway, was conceived as a dense, mixed-use, pedestrian-friendly environment patterned after 
Spanish-Mediterranean urbanism.  Configured as a fully public network of streets, plazas, squares, 
courtyards, and waterfront esplanades, the plan features a broad range of uses mixed both horizon-
tally and vertically to create a truly walkable park-once environment.  Gentile, Holloway, O’Mahoney 
& Associates and Chael, Cooper & Associates assisted in the development of this plan.  

Civic buildings anchor a hardscaped plaza on the 
highest elevation of the site; public streets lead 
down to the waterfront.

The Town’s public River Walk is to be continued 
across the site, and is activated with restaurants 
and shops with offices and residences above.

The project is designed to transform a largely va-
cant, underutilized site at the heart of Town into a 
vibrant, pedestrian-friendly area.

“The US 1 corridor should be a grand, 
tree-lined boulevard... the riverfront 
can be transformed into a place where 
people will naturally congregate.”

            – from “Who Cares About US 1?”



Urban and Architectural Design Strategies

The fine-grained network of streets and courtyards allow pedestrians to filter through to the water.

Designed as a collection of small, human-scaled buildings, the project features climate-responsive, dignified architecture meant for Florida and the Caribbean. 
Individual buildings have varying fenestration patterns, façade proportions and roof lines to add variety.  Buildings with civic presence are used to mark impor-
tant spots in the design, such as focal public spaces and the terminations of key vistas.  Protection for pedestrians from the Florida sun and rain is provided 
with traditional awnings, colonnades, arcades, and projecting balconies.

The project’s small blocks and fine-grained pedestrian network were made possible by lifting the buildings and streets above a lower level of parking.  This ap-
proach helped to facilitate FEMA flood elevation requirements and the consequent artificial topography dramatically improved views of the water from deeper 
in the site.  The fronts of buildings face streets and public spaces.  Private outdoor open space and service areas are located mid-block behind buildings.


