
The Capitol Corridor
A Regional Vision for Michigan Avenue / Grand River Avenue

The Project
The purpose of this planning effort was to engage 
the Lansing region in defining a unified vision for 
the Michigan Avenue / Grand River Avenue cor-
ridor, starting at the State Capitol and extending 
east to the town of Webberville.  A series of char-
rettes provided the opportunity for an in-depth 
community conversation about the future urban 
form of the corridor, resulting in a consensus-
based vision for urban design, land use, trans-
portation, and economic development.  

This corridor has a rich history; a congressional-
ly-designated auto heritage zone, the first autos 
were built and tested on this road. Today, the 
corridor acts as the economic engine of the re-
gion, home to important businesses and institu-
tions including Michigan State University, and is 
often described to as "Michigan’s Main Street".

In May of 2013, the first charrette was held to 
establish a preliminary vision for the future of 
the corridor.  Hundreds of participants gave their 
input at public meetings and at the on-site design 
studio, describing how they would like to see the 
corridor evolve.  The planning team consolidated 
these many ideas into plan "cornerstones", or big 
ideas to guide future change and growth.  In Oc-
tober 2013, a second charrette was held to study 
three specific areas in greater detail, and illus-
trate how  the cornerstones could be applied to 
specific sites throughout the corridor. 

Dover, Kohl & Partners served as the urban de-
sign / charrette facilitation consultant to the Na-
tional Charrette Institute. Other team members 
included UrbanAdvantage, Strategic Economics, 
Parsons Brinckerhoff, and Mead & Hunt, Inc.  
Administered by the Tri-County Regional Plan-
ning Commission, this planning effort is a project 
of the Mid–Michigan Program for Greater Sus-
tainability, a sustainable communities program 
funded by the U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD), Michigan State Hous-
ing Development Authority (MSHDA) and other 
local partners.
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Cornerstones of the Vision

Existing (2013)

Short Term - Initial Infill

Long Term Redevelopment

Existing (2013)

Restore the balance of transportation & placemaking
Michigan Avenue / Grand River Avenue is an important corridor for moving people and cars but it 
also has the dual purpose of providing unique settings for businesses, institutions and homes.  The 
physical design of the corridor should balance transportation functionality with establishing "sense of 
place" to create a corridor that is not only functional but also memorable and uniquely Lansing.

Create distinct, character-rich places, linked by transit
In the future, traversing the 19-mile corridor should reveal a sequence of distinct settlements, each 
with their own character and feel.  This "string of pearls", each a gem in its own right, will be linked by 
an enhanced transit system to make it easy to move from one to the next.

Protect rural views & reinforce historic towns
Along the eastern corridor, the memorable sequence of town-and-country with long views across open 
fields interrupted by the historic towns of Williamston and Webberville should be protected for future 
generations; this includes strengthening land preservation policies, focusing new development in stra-
tegic locations, and ensuring the character of development is complimentary with each town’s fabric. 

Fill in vacant lots with street-oriented designs
During the charrette, participants spoke about "dead zones" where the vitality and activity of the cor-
ridor dropped off, primarily due to vacant lots.  When these lots are filled in, the design of buildings 
should reinforce a "street-oriented" urban form, which includes buildings with doors and windows 
providing active uses along the street, and parking / service activities located to the rear.

Unlock private investment: smart rules, improvements
Public improvements (such as transit enhancements and street trees / beautification) can give prop-
erty owners the confidence needed to make additional investments to their own properties.  Creating 
smart rules which prescribe the desired physical form for new development can play a key role in 
ensuring future improvements follow the community’s vision.  

Rethink suburban strip into memorable town centers
Strip shopping centers typify the central portion of the corridor.  As new options for mobility (walking, 
biking, and transit) become more prevalent, these generic, auto-oriented uses can be re-imagined as 
authentic town centers which strengthen the corridor’s identity.  

Make it all walkable and bikeable by design
The desire to making walking and biking easier and safer was heard often during the charrette week.  
Every new improvement: to streets, buildings, and public open spaces, should consider walking and 
biking foremost in the design.  Sidewalks and trails, street trees, awnings and other shading devices, 
on-street parking, and dedicated bicycle facilities should all be part of the mix.

Future Redevelopment & Streetscape Improvements


