
In late 2000, an intense public participation
process began in Miami Springs, Florida. The
result is a Downtown Revitalization Plan that
incorporates both physical changes as well
as organizational and policy modifica-
tions. Miami Springs is a small, prima-
rily residential community in north-
east Miami-Dade County.

In the downtown area, a large cir-
cular plaza, which also functions
as a traffic circle, provides a
well known landmark for
the City of Miami
Springs.

A  Vision  for  The  Circle  -  The current physical space is in serious need of being improved. Adding fuller street
trees to the edge and clearly marking the automobile travel lanes and designating pedestrian crossings is the
first step to reclaiming this vital public space.
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Downtown Living
A crucial part of revitalizing Downtown,
and also important for the sustainability of
Miami Springs as a whole, is the plan to
add diversity and depth to the housing
stock. While there are a number of apart-
ments already, more dwellings need to be
constructed to complement a “downtown
lifestyle” that is attractive to both young
adults and elders wishing to downsize their
single family home. Adding apartments and
condominiums above stores can supple-
ment the existing housing stock. 

Existing

Canal Street
As a gateway to the City, the corner of
Canal Street and Curtiss Parkway is a focal
point for people entering the City. It will set
the standard by which motorists should
behave when they enter Miami Springs.
Wide lanes and overabundant pavement
makes it a place for cars, but wide side-
walks and well lit storefronts signal that the
place is for people.   

Long Term changes

Long Term changes

Existing

Miami Springs reached a point in its history when it was crucial to
reflect on what it wants to be in the future. The community’s answer:
balance preservation with revitalization.



Façade improvements are key. These could be just exterior renovations that
would allow for more transparent storefronts, or they could result in properties
being re-built into multi-story buildings to better utilize this prime downtown
space (above).
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Status

The master plan and implementation report, Our
Town: Downtown Revitalization Plan, were com-
pleted and adopted by Miami Springs City Council
in January 2001. Copies of this report can be
obtained by contacting Miami Springs City Hall at
501 Westward Drive or by sending an email to
info@doverkohl.com.

Engineering work to widen the sidewalks on
Westward Drive is in the early stages. A new
Downtown Coordinator has been hired to oversee
implementation of the plan’s recommendations.
The local Chamber of Commerce and other busi-
ness organizations are beginning new promotional
efforts. The first major renovation of a private
building reflecting ideas in the plan is under con-
struction on Curtiss Parkway.

1571 Sunset Drive Coral Gables, FL 33143
phone: 305-666-0446    fax: 305-666-0360   www.doverkohl.com

Westward Drive
The ‘Main Street’ of Miami
Springs has almost no two
story buildings and façades of
consistently low caliber (left).
The random mix of retail,
service, and parking lots
make the pedestrian experi-
ence less than exemplary. 

Make Miami Springs look like a quaint town that
people will flock to and come back. 
- Miami Springs resident


