Fort Myers Beach

Revitalizing the Downtown Waterfront

The Old San Carlos areaiin Fort
Myers Beach is an older
waterfront neighborhood that was
once the downtown heart of the
island. The original entrance to
the island was via alow swing-
bridge that deposited residents and
visitors at the north end of Old
San Carlos boulevard, once the
Main Street of theisland. The
area has stagnated economically
and deteriorated physically since a
newly constructed “ sky-bridge”
from the mainland bypassed the
historic urban street grid.

Today the areaiis poised for a
renaissance. Some property
owners have already undertaken
modest upgrades and are
interested in doing more. Thereis
asense that the vitality of the
adjacent “Times Square” area
could extend into thisarea. The
newly incorporated town
government is focused on the
. details of renewal throughout the

i deee b 4 S corearea. Thearea'sunique

. - beach-to-bay connection givesit
character and opportunities for
high visibility.
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